Tuberculosis and National Health
studied the subject somewhat extensively states that the removal
of a contact before infection has actually occurred will ensure
protection at least up to the age of four years and also that the
segregation of an infant already infected may protect the infant
from clinical tuberculosis.
The London County Council has organized a scheme for the
boarding out of child contacts of persons suffering from tuber/
culosis. The writer is indebted to Sir Frederick Menzies for the
following particulars regarding the operation of the scheme.
The Minister of Health has exercised his powers to authorize
the local tuberculosis authority to board out contacts as regards
London in Regulations known as the County of London
(Tuberculosis) Regulations, 1930. The Regulations authorize
the Council to maintain, or arrange for the maintenance other/
wise than in their homes, of children living in the Administrative
County of London, in houses where, owing to overcrowding
or otherwise, they are, in the opinion of the County Medical
Officer, in danger of being infected with tuberculosis, or
whose parent or parents are receiving residential treatment for
tuberculosis and for whose care adequate arrangements cannot
otherwise be made.
The Council boards out children for whom no other arrange/
ments are possible, and who live in homes in which there would
be risk of infection for the children if they remained in the home;
and also boards out children when the parent or parents are
undergoing residential treatment for tuberculosis. Recommenda/
tions for boarding out are made by the Metropolitan Borough
Council Tuberculosis Officers, each case being dealt with on its
merits and no specific standard of overcrowding or otherwise is
adopted. Except when children are boarded out to enable the
parent to undergo residential treatment for tuberculosis, authority
for boarding out is given only when the parent concerned has, or
recently had, positive sputum.
When parents are offered the boarding out of children, they
are informed that the boarding out will be provided free of charge,
but that voluntary contributions will be accepted from those who
feel they would like to make a payment and can afford to do so.
Children are only boarded out wnen the parents agree. If, while
children are boarded out, the parents demand their discharge,
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